Lakewood Village Neighborhood Association (LVNA)
City of Long Beach District 5 Candidate Interview Questions
Direction: Please enter your responses to the questions below using Adobe Reader. Your responses will be
posted on the LVNA website as a secure PDF document for our association members to review.
Linda Valdez
Candidate Name: _____________________________
Campaign Phone:

562.294.6380
_____________________________

info@LindaforCD5.com
LindaforCD5.com
Campaign Email: _____________________________
Campaign Website: _____________________________

1. What are your top 3 priorities?
1. Housing
2. Homelessness
3. Environment

2. Why are you running?
I have worked in the community as a volunteer for many years and am compelled to run because I want to work in a capacity
where I can be of greater service to Long Beach residents.

3. How will you foster dialogue?
As an elected official I will:
1. Do outreach and encourage neighbors to sign up to a weekly updates newsletter
2. Town Halls via Zoom
3. Return phone calls and emails

1 of 3

Lakewood Village Neighborhood Association
City of Long Beach District 5 Candidate Linda Valdez
4. How will you manage the budget?
Following the preparation of the city budget (which is based on estimates and available revenues) we would hold public meetings
to obtain resident input prior to approval and adoption.
There will be oversight committees and/or commissions that measure the performance of all departments throughout the year to
evaluate the process/expenditures to best advise for the following year.

5. What is your vision for District 5?
My vision includes a district that is safely walkable, with repaired streets and a healthy landscape that includes properly trimmed
trees, foliage, well maintained open spaces and community gardens. I envision properly funded health services for our children
and schools to prepare for a properous and stable future.

6. Do you think the city is well run? Why/why not?
Running a city of this size is no small feat and anyone who decides to dedicate their time and life to be of service
to full time work, for part-time pay will experience many challenges.
It's necessary to unburden our peace officers from the duty of mental health calls so they are available to pursue true criminals.
Our dependency on oil is a burden that affects us all, the LB Commission of Sustainability has recommended the Mayor to
declare a "...climate emergency...". Active oil wells in our neighborhoods are emitting harmful carcinogens causing lifelong
respiratory harm.
I applaud the city's adoption of the Worker Retention and Worker Recall ordinance that protects workers affected by the
pandemic and sale of businesses where they work.

7. What will you do to support/defend neighborhoods?
It's important to provide residents with the tools needed in the event of urgent need.
Ideas include:
- A campaign to help each other with the installation of solar or proper lighting in alleyways.
- Create a masterclass video on the steps to take when confronted with someone who may be mentally ill and is either on your
property or destroying a neighbor's property. In addition, work in conjunction with tried and true organizations that have boots on
the ground experience helping homeless individuals.
- Unburden our peace officers from the duty of mental health calls so they are available to pursue true criminals.
- A ongoing campaign to slow down cars in neighborhoods.

Website: LVNA Website (https://golvna.org/about/)

Facebook: LVNA Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/LakewoodvillageLVNA)

2 of 3

Lakewood Village Neighborhood Association
City of Long Beach District 5 Candidate Linda Valdez

8. Which city departments need improvement and why?
Our City Auditor's office is currently embroiled in questionable tactics.
The Prosecutor's office is consistently clogging up the system with unwinnable cases. Public defenders have a history of winning
case after case against this department.

9. How will you prioritize services?
Per question 1, the following are my priorities. However, as with the pandemic, emergencies must be handled as expediently as
possible.
1. Housing
2. Homelessness
3. Environment

10. Why are streets in bad condition?
Lack of sustainable materials used to repair damage. Heavy trucks and traffic.

11. Additional Comments?
Thank you for the opportunity to be heard by LVNA. Please contact me with any questions or comments at
info@LindaforCD5.com
Regards,
Linda

Website: LVNA Website (https://golvna.org/about/)

Facebook: LVNA Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/LakewoodvillageLVNA)
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