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1. What are your top 3 priorities?
We can all probably agree that priority number one is the homelessness public health & safety crisis. The question is what
approach to take, the dishonest photo op-centric approach of City Hall which wastes millions with abysmal results or instead a
rationalized public policy approach involving experts not bound by the exigencies of City Hall politics.
The City Hall solution is to spend millions on a city-owned shelter which is poorly located and nearly unusable. The City Hall
solution is providing little funding to and oversight over our poorly located homelessness services Multi-Service Center, rendering
it nearly useless. The City Hall approach is to pretend like the federal circuit court 'Boise decision' forecloses the possibility of
enforcement, for the sake of both the housed and the unhoused, after other forms of social intervention fail, when in fact the
'Boise decision' does no such thing.
My approach would be to listen to experts, many of whom I have already consulted for years, in homelessness who cite our
failure to engage in regional coordination, to provide sufficient vouchers, to properly spend our grant dollars, to properly site city
facilities intended to provide temporary shelter, bridge housing, and services, to conduct our homeless count properly, to track
our homeless population properly, and generally to take the crisis seriously rather than as a political annoyance we shower with
empty words and promises.

2. Why are you running?

Priority number two is protecting neighborhoods from the coming threat of developers under the new state laws which eliminated
I am running not because I am a lifelong Long Beach resident born and raised in Cal Heights and Bixby Knolls, though I am those
single family zoning (SB9) and removed environmental protection hurdles to neighborhood-exploiting hyper-density development
things, but rather because my eyes were opened to how City Hall actually functions. There are hundreds of thousands of
(SB10).
residents in this city who have a quiet, troubled feeling about the direction the city is headed in, but understanding local
government is incredibly complex. It takes years of getting further and further absorbed into the details to be able to sort City Hall
These laws went into effect last January 1st and to date our City has utterly failed to protect homeowners from the coming threat.
fact from City Hall fiction, disinformation, and political deflection.
This is no idle danger. The southern/central sector of the City was utterly ransacked by developers, exploiting a loophole in
permitting in the last '80s/early '90s. Some came to call this the 'crackerbox era', when the LA Times and other outlets reported
I am NOT running to get invited into a clubby little clique of mutual back-scratching and gushing, meaningless, mutually
on the outrageous process of developers coming in and dangling cash and buying up single family homes, just to build cheap,
complementary insiders. I am running to break the silence on issues not talked about and to be our, the residents', voice,
amenity-free apartment complexes shoehorned into single family lots, often right up to the property line without even leaving
advocate, and defender.
space for a front lawn. The economic value of multiple units on a lot will always be greater than one family home. So those
single family owners left behind saw their property values plunge as they literally found themselves in 'crackbox' building
We are not the *special* interests--those who trundle up to City Hall like hogs to a trough--the corporate city contractors, public
canyons, the sun barely shining on their own homes for a few hours a day. Some of these, often old craftsman style homes still
employee union contractors, developers, energy, port, and other interests and big campaign donors--looking to feast off the
exist in areas like North Alamitos Beach. But very few remain, because the process of neighborhood destruction created a
billions that flow through the public coffers. We are the *general* interest. Which is to say, we are the true interest that ought to
downward spiral and more and more homeowners chose simply to flee the devastation. This was the issue that got Alan
be the purpose of local government.
Lowenthal, our retiring congressman, first elected to the City Council back in 1992.
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4. How will you manage the budget?
The only solution to our forecasted deficits and pending disastrous liabilities, like the Queen Mary, the new Civic Center, the
Community Hospital debacle, and the city employee pension crisis, is the outside review of our city's fiscal and operational
performance, to justify every dollar spent, eliminate every dollar wasted, and then present to the residents an accurate picture,
which may or may not, after eliminating waste, require further taxpayer investment. I do not believe that it would, when we see
how much of our taxpayer money is currently being wasted. On paper, we are one of the wealthiest cities, with unusual sources
of revenue like oil extraction, a global port, an airport, one of the nation's highest sales taxes, large areas with high property
values generating a lot of property tax revenue, and a downtown convention and hospitality industry (generating fees and hotel
occupancy tax). Yet our return on our expenditures is miserable, from our crumbing parks and streets to our inadequate
services. The solution exists, but first we have to shine a light on the expenditures with a top to bottom performance review and
compare against comparable cities across the country. Honesty is the first step to recovery and reform.

5. What is your vision for District 5?
I see our district as the thriving diverse suburban bedroom community that I grew up in and that it still is. The question is will it
remain that way. When I was a youngster in Cal Heights, crime and homelessness were virtually unheard of. Now they are
verging on spinning out of control. This is the crucial inflection point in the history of suburban uptown Long Beach. If we act now
to protect quality of life, we can preserve it for generations to come.

6. Do you think the city is well run? Why/why not?
No. Our city government operations have been politicized beyond recognition. What I mean by that is essentially that we have
seen a complete corruption of the city charter, which requires a city manager, as the executive, to answer to a policy-setting city
council. Instead, the political influence of the outgoing mayor has been used to form a top-down system where the city manager
is not free to manage but is instead a tool of the political operation centered in the mayor's office. The city manager has not
made a move without consulting his *unofficial* boss, the current mayor.
Under our city charter, our mayor's office is not supposed to be that of city executive, but rather he or she is supposed to be a
symbolic head of the city and policy guide to assist the Council from a citywide perspective. But when political ambition trumps
the system, it breaks down. You have decisions being made for the sake of short-term optics rather than actual benefits to
residents. The best example ever is the mayor with the Urban Commons crooks slapping a new coat of paint on the Queen
Mary, before the flashing camera bulbs, as the innards of the ship continued to decay and rot beyond recognition. The result of
the deferred maintenance and neglect could now cost taxpayers upwards of $500 million.

7. What will you do to support/defend neighborhoods?
Please see my answers to Question #1.

Website: LVNA Website (https://golvna.org/about/)
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8. Which city departments need improvement and why?
- Economic Development, the department overseeing the new city-owned North Long Beach homelessness shelter, which the
city spent a fortune to purchase only to somehow miss the fact that the structure was already leased out for cannabis cultivation
and unusable for the homeless. I have never seen such a failure of basic real estate transaction due diligence in my life. The
department has also been charged with overseeing the Queen Mary, the most high profile disaster about to subsume our city
budget. His department also handled the Community Hospital fiasco. And now the department head, John Keisler, is exiting his
position through the revolving door, to walk right into the position of CEO at a company propped up by his own department.
There is no department in City Hall that stinks of fiasco more than this one.
- Our public safety departments, Police and Fire. Both need performance reviews and more resources: The police are clearly
understaffed and under-trained. And the Fire Department needs to see the restoration of Fire Station 9 to serve Los Cerritos, Cal
Heights, and Bixby Knolls, where response times for strokes and heart attacks are now suffering. Issues are also raised about
the staff time put into fire engines going on ambulance calls, for no apparent reason other than there not being a fire at that
moment. These questions can be answered with a genuine performance review.

9.- Development
How will you
prioritize
Services
has aservices?
major issue in terms of permitting and inspections. I have heard many stories of unreasonable,
imperious inspectors who do not understand the code or construction. A former candidate for the 5th District was motivated to
Whenever there's a budget shortfall, the discussion is of preserving "core services", which are defined subjectively but always
run (before being redistricted out) by the experience of having to wait 6 months for a building permit after a fire forced her and her
include police and fire. Of course one prioritizes public safety rhetorically, but we don't do it in actuality, as outlined above. A city
kids to relocate from their home. Even before the pandemic, you would hear of budding restauranteurs getting the run around
where property crime is on the rise and certain parts of town have constant shootings is not successfully effectively addressing
and having multi-year delays in getting their new bars and restaurants opened due to city hall red tape. This ineffectiveness is a
public safety. The outside performance review I am calling for is key to maximizing our resources so we have the finances for all
great weight on our city and is unacceptable.
services, including capital improvements and maintenance. Unfortunately City Hall has already wasted an enormous amount of
our money by building a new palace for its own bureaucracy, as part of a civic center rebuild project now faltering, and on the
Queen Mary scam and Community Hospital Debacle, not to mention giveways like tax abatements and essentially no bid
contracts for the selected few with political (campaign cash) muscle.

10. Why are streets in bad condition?
We have a massive backlog of nearly half a billion dollars in under-investment. As with the Queen Mary, when faced with
significant infrastructure maintenance bills, City Hall has tended to kick the can down the road. That can lead to a snowballing
fiscal disaster, as we are now experiencing. There are several ways to address a street developing potholes. First, you can
simply fill in the potholes, which helps for the moment but does nothing to enhance the crumbling integrity of the street. Second,
you can slurry seal over the troubled street. That's much cheaper than the third option, which is actually to rebuild the street.
Slurry sealing only lasts a handful of years and is still just a band-aid when a street is at the point of actually needing a rebuild.
But our leaders have already maxed out the residents pocketbooks on taxes and are hard-pressed to ask for further faith in the
form of, for example, a new parcel tax for street maintenance. The only solution is the outside review of our city's fiscal and
operational performance, to justify every dollar spent, eliminate every dollar wasted, and then present to the residents an
accurate picture, which may or may not, after eliminating waste, require further taxpayer investment. As I have said, I do not
believe that it would, when we see how much of taxpayer money is currently being wasted.

11. Additional Comments?
For more on my campaign and to connect with me directly, please visit PattonForCouncil.com or call me at (562) 246-8949.
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